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417 4156725 : MAJOR ARCHITECTURE

KEY WORD : Architectural conservation / Chinese shrine
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Chinese shrine is the place of worship originated from Taoist and folk beliefs that influenced
oversea Chinese and Chinese descendant jn Thailand for a long time. It bas beaunty, sacredness and uniqueness
that follow the traditional Chinese architecture. Furthermore, shrine is the oldest Chinese religion architecture in
China as well as in Thailand, therefore Chinese shrine is considered to be valuable architectare worthy for
conservation,

-The main objective of thls research is to set up the consarvation concept of Chinese shrine in
Bangkok constructed between the relgn of King Rama I and King Rama V, emphasizing on the architectural and
work of art conservation. The ressarch method started from the study in theory, principle, technique and lew of
conservation as well as the study on the history and the development of Chinese shrine. The next step is to
survey all of the Chinese shrines of five ethnics in Bangkok, which constructed durlng these reigns. Four
important issues, then, are apalyzed pamely the architectaral style, the essence and identity of Chinese shrine,
the analysis of the problems and the architectural value evaluation, Finally, to set the concept and guidelines
conservation.

The main concept for conservation derived from the study is the conservation and development
approach because Chinese shrine is a living monument. However, in the emphasis is more on conservation because of the
high architectural value of the shrine thet cannot be reproduce if loss. The conservation principle is the preservation and
the protection of the original elements, and the restoration of decayed parts. The development approach is allowed to
add-on and change in some elements to accommodate the present usage, with the minimum damage to the original parts.
The guidelines for the conservation of the Chinese shrine are:

1. To evaluate the value of the shrines for listed.

2. To encourage the worshipers and owner 's understanding and appreciation of historic

building and to promote the attitude of appropriate conservation.

3. To set up a main organization for conservation and knowledge development.

4. To develop the administration and management of Chinese shrive.

5. To study and develop the knowledge of Chinese architecture, work of art and
craftsmanship.

6. To investigate the building and to carry out the appropriate conservation work. Six
essences of Chinese shrine: deity image, fortunate symbol or decorative art, planning
arrangement, sacred space and atmospbere, religion ceremony and architectural style must
be retained.

7. To set up a suitable maintenance program,
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